
What Elisha Learned Walking with Elijah 

The Formation of a Mature Prophet 

 

When we examine the maturity of Elisha in 2 Kings 5, we must remember that Elisha 
did not arrive at this level of prophetic maturity overnight. Before he became the 
recognized prophetic leader we see in Second Kings, he spent years following and 
serving Elijah. First Kings 19:21 tells us that Elisha “arose and followed Elijah and 
became his servant.” Scripture does not record every conversation between these 
two men, nor does it give us a written curriculum of everything Elijah taught Elisha. 
Therefore, we should be careful not to claim that Elijah personally taught Elisha 
every principle we later see operating in his ministry. What Scripture does show us 
is that Elisha had the tremendous privilege of living near a mature prophet and 
observing how Elijah walked with God, responded to pressure, handled authority, 
confronted kings, obeyed divine instruction, experienced both victory and weakness, 
and remained dependent upon God. 

One of the strongest connections between Elijah and Elisha can be seen in the 
language they used concerning their position before God. Elijah declared to Ahab, 
“As the LORD God of Israel lives, before whom I stand” (1 Kings 17:1). Years later, 
when Naaman offered Elisha a reward after being healed, Elisha answered, “As the 
LORD lives, before whom I stand, I will receive nothing” (2 Kings 5:16). Whether 
Elisha learned that exact expression directly from Elijah or whether both men were 
expressing the same prophetic understanding, the principle is unmistakable: the 
prophet may stand before kings, generals, congregations, and nations, but ultimately 
the prophet stands before God. His first accountability is to the Lord. 

That truth is foundational to mature prophetic ministry. Naaman was a powerful 
military commander. He possessed wealth, servants, influence, and the favor of a 
king, but Elisha was neither intimidated by his position nor impressed by his 
possessions. Elisha knew before whom he stood. Before the prophet can stand 
correctly before people, the prophet must learn to stand before God. When we know 
who we stand before, the position, wealth, influence, praise, criticism, or 
expectations of people cannot determine the word we carry. 



Elijah's life also demonstrated that the power of God does not depend upon human 
performance. At Mount Carmel, the prophets of Baal attempted to produce 
supernatural results through shouting, leaping, cutting themselves, and prolonged 
religious activity. Elijah did not imitate their performance. He repaired the altar, 
prepared the sacrifice, prayed to the Lord, and trusted God to answer by fire (1 Kings 
18:30–38). Years later, Naaman arrived at Elisha's house expecting a performance. 
He expected Elisha to come outside, stand before him, call upon God, and wave his 
hand over the diseased place. Instead, Elisha sent a messenger with a simple 
instruction: go wash seven times in the Jordan (2 Kings 5:10–11). Elisha did not 
allow Naaman's expectations to dictate what prophetic ministry should look like. 
The prophet's responsibility was obedience; the miracle belonged to God. 

This teaches us something desperately needed in prophetic ministry: we do not have 
to manufacture what only God can produce. We cannot shout revelation into 
existence. We cannot perform an anointing into existence. We cannot manipulate 
people into believing God has spoken. We hear, we obey, and we trust God with the 
results. Mature prophetic ministry becomes increasingly secure in obedience 
because it understands that the servant is not the source. God is. 

Elijah's life also demonstrated that prophetic ministry cannot be controlled by 
political, financial, or social power. Elijah confronted Ahab when necessary and 
delivered the word of the Lord even when that word was unwelcome. Elisha 
demonstrated similar independence. Naaman carried a letter from the king of Syria 
and arrived with considerable wealth, but none of that changed Elisha's instructions. 
Elisha did not adjust the word because an important man had arrived. This gives us 
an essential principle of prophetic maturity: the word must not change because the 
audience changes. Whether we stand before a poor widow, a military commander, a 
congregation, or a king, we remain accountable to the One who sent us. 

Elijah's life also reveals the importance of hidden seasons. Before Carmel, Elijah 
experienced Cherith, where God told him to hide by the brook (1 Kings 17:3). There 
he depended upon God away from public recognition. After Cherith, he lived with 
the widow at Zarephath, where much of what God was doing remained outside the 
national spotlight. Elisha likewise spent a significant period not as the prominent 
prophet of Israel but as Elijah's servant. Second Kings 3:11 later remembers him as 



the one “who poured water on the hands of Elijah.” Before Elisha publicly carried 
the mantle, he learned to serve privately. 

There is something beautiful in that description. Before Scripture presents Elisha 
standing before kings and affecting nations, it remembers him pouring water on 
Elijah's hands. Everybody may want the mantle, but not everybody wants the towel. 
Everybody may want to stand at the Jordan and strike the water, but Elisha first 
learned how to carry the water. He was not merely carrying water for Elijah; God 
was forming him while he carried it. The servant's towel was preparing him for the 
prophet's mantle. 

Yet we must understand that Elisha's service was ultimately unto God. He poured 
water upon Elijah's hands, but Elijah was not the source of Elisha's calling. God had 
called Elisha. Elijah was the mature prophet God used in Elisha's formation, but God 
remained the source of the calling, the anointing, and the assignment. This 
distinction is vital in prophetic training. We honor those who teach us. We submit to 
godly leadership. We receive correction, instruction, and mentorship. We faithfully 
serve. But our devotion must ultimately remain with the Lord. Otherwise 
discipleship can slowly become devotion to a personality rather than devotion to 
God. 

This gives us an important pattern: service before visibility, formation before 
recognition, and character before greater responsibility—and all of it unto God. We 
do not serve merely so that one day someone will give us a position. We serve 
because we belong to the Lord. If promotion never comes, He is still worthy. If 
nobody recognizes what we are doing, God still sees it. The hidden season is not 
wasted time when God is using it to form the vessel. 

Elijah's life also showed Elisha that prophetic ministry does not make a person 
immune to human weakness. After the tremendous victory at Carmel, Elijah became 
exhausted and discouraged and sat beneath a broom tree. God ministered to him, fed 
him, allowed him to rest, spoke to him, and directed him toward the next stage of his 
assignment (1 Kings 19). Elisha therefore did not follow a man whose life consisted 
of uninterrupted supernatural triumph. He followed a man who had experienced the 
fire falling and had also experienced personal weakness. A mature prophetic life 
remains dependent upon the sustaining grace of God. 



Perhaps one of the greatest lessons visible in Elijah and Elisha's relationship is that 
prophetic ministry must continue beyond the individual prophet. Elijah placed his 
mantle upon Elisha in 1 Kings 19, and Elisha refused to abandon Elijah during the 
final journey recorded in 2 Kings 2. At Gilgal, Bethel, Jericho, and finally the Jordan, 
Elisha remained with him. He watched, listened, served, and stayed close until Elijah 
was taken away. When the mantle fell, Elisha picked it up, but he was not merely 
receiving something from Elijah. He was stepping further into an assignment that 
originated with God. The mantle passed through Elijah, but the calling came from 
God. 

That distinction protects both the mentor and the student. A mature prophet must 
never train people to become dependent upon his voice when his responsibility is to 
help them recognize God's voice. Likewise, a developing prophet must honor those 
whom God uses without placing them where only God belongs. Elijah could prepare 
Elisha, but Elijah could never become Elisha's God. Elijah could cast the mantle, but 
only God could provide the anointing necessary to carry the assignment. 

This helps us understand the mature Elisha we encounter in 2 Kings 5. His restraint 
before Naaman did not suddenly appear when Naaman arrived at his house. His 
refusal of money was not merely a spontaneous decision. His confidence in giving 
simple instructions, his freedom from the need to impress an important man, and his 
discernment concerning Gehazi all reveal a man who had been formed through years 
of walking with God and faithful service. 

This is where another principle of prophetic maturity becomes important: revelation 
is not authorization. Second Kings 5:26 shows that Elisha supernaturally knew what 
Gehazi had done, but mature prophetic ministry is not simply about knowing things. 
The question is what God wants us to do with what He reveals. There are times to 
speak and times to remain silent. There are things God may reveal for intercession 
rather than proclamation. There are things He may reveal so that we will pray, wait, 
watch, or protect someone rather than publicly announce what we know. The 
immature prophetic person may feel compelled to tell everything he sees. The mature 
prophet understands that receiving revelation does not automatically give 
authorization to release it. 



Therefore, when we train prophetic people, we need more than lessons about hearing 
God's voice. We need teaching, doctrine, Scripture, mentorship, accountability, 
correction, and opportunities to grow. Young prophetic ministers need to see what 
humility looks like when the anointing is strong. They need to see how mature 
ministers handle money, recognition, correction, disappointment, powerful people, 
private seasons, and public victories. They need to learn when to speak and when to 
remain silent. Above everything else, they must understand that their gift belongs to 
God, their calling comes from God, their service is unto God, and their ultimate 
accountability is to God. 

Can God Get a Return on His Investment in Me? 

When I look at the lives of Elijah and Elisha, a question comes into my own heart: 
Can God get a return on His investment in me? God has invested His Word in me. 
He has invested correction, instruction, opportunities, relationships, experiences, 
victories, failures in me from which I have learned, and years of walking with Him. 
Other people have poured into my life, but ultimately every good thing that has 
formed me has come by the grace of God. Therefore, the question is not simply what 
I have received. The question is what I will do with what has been entrusted to me. 

I do not want merely to be able to prophesy. I want to walk close to Jesus. There is 
a difference between experiencing the manifestation of a spiritual gift and 
developing the character necessary to faithfully carry a lifelong calling. A person 
may genuinely be used by the Holy Spirit in prophecy, but the manifestation of a gift 
should never be mistaken for evidence that every area of that person's life is mature. 
The gift is given by grace. Character is formed as we continually surrender ourselves 
to God, obey His Word, receive correction, and allow the Holy Spirit to transform 
us. 

When I study Elijah and Elisha, I cannot separate the weight of their prophetic 
ministries from the lives of consecration they were called to live. Elijah could stand 
before Ahab because he understood what it meant to stand before God. He declared, 
“As the LORD God of Israel lives, before whom I stand” (1 Kings 17:1). Years later 
Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, before whom I stand” (2 Kings 5:16). This may be 
one of the greatest principles of mature prophetic ministry: before the prophet stands 
before people, the prophet must learn to stand before God. 



Consecration does not purchase the anointing, and holiness does not put God in our 
debt. Everything we receive from Him is grace. Yet grace should never become an 
excuse for carelessness with what God has entrusted to us. The closer our assignment 
brings us to handling holy things, the more seriously we should take our 
responsibility before God. I do not want the gift to take me somewhere my character 
cannot sustain me. I do not want revelation to become greater than my obedience. I 
do not want public ministry to become greater than my private walk with Jesus. 

This is why prayer cannot merely be preparation for ministry. Prayer is relationship 
with the One for whom we minister. The secret place cannot simply become 
somewhere I go looking for another sermon, another prophetic word, or another 
revelation. Sometimes I must go there because I simply want Him. If He gives me 
nothing to preach, He is still worthy of my worship. If He tells me nothing about 
anyone else, I still want to hear what He wants to say to me. If there is no platform 
waiting for me when I finish praying, time spent in His presence has still been 
worthwhile. 

The mature prophet must eventually discover that the greatest treasure is not seeing 
something others cannot see or knowing something others do not know. The greatest 
treasure is knowing Him. Paul expressed this cry in Philippians 3:10: “that I may 
know Him.” Prophetic revelation should never replace intimacy with Jesus. In fact, 
the more God entrusts to us, the more dependent upon Him we should become. 

Therefore, the return God receives on His investment in us is not merely another 
sermon. It is not merely another prophecy. It is not merely another person 
recognizing our gift. The return is a life placed back upon the altar. The return is 
obedience when nobody sees it, integrity when compromise would be easier, 
humility when God uses us, restraint when we know something we have not been 
authorized to speak, courage when He tells us to speak, and faithfulness when there 
is no applause. 

And perhaps one of the greatest returns on everything God invests in a prophetic life 
is what happens when another generation begins walking behind us. We do not teach 
them merely how to carry the mantle. We show them where the altar is. We teach 
them that the gift belongs to God, the calling comes from God, the glory belongs to 
God, and the servant must remain close to Jesus. 



My prayer is therefore not simply, “Lord, use me.” My prayer is, “Lord, keep me 
close while You use me.” I do not want to become so occupied with carrying His 
Word that I neglect walking with the One who gave it. I want public ministry to 
remain the overflow of a private relationship with Jesus. When everything is 
finished, I want God to receive a return on everything He entrusted to me—not 
because I became impressive, but because I remained His. 

The Mature Prophet and the Formation of Another 

Elijah was the mature prophet God used in Elisha's formation. That statement 
deserves our attention because it reveals something important about prophetic 
training. God could have developed Elisha differently, but Scripture shows that He 
placed him alongside Elijah. Elisha could observe Elijah pray, obey, confront, 
withdraw, endure, hear God, make difficult decisions, experience victory, experience 
weakness, and continue walking with the Lord. Elisha was not merely receiving 
information from Elijah; he was observing a prophetic life. 

But Elijah was not forming Elisha for Elijah. God was using Elijah to form Elisha 
for God. That distinction protects prophetic mentorship from becoming personality-
centered. The goal of mature prophetic leadership should never be to produce people 
who cannot function without the leader. Our goal is to help form people who know 
God, recognize His voice, obey His Word, develop godly character, and eventually 
carry their own assignment faithfully. 

This also means that a mature prophet must be willing to invest in someone whom 
God may use in ways different from or beyond his own ministry. When Elisha asked 
for a double portion in 2 Kings 2:9, Elijah did not rebuke him for the request. We 
should be careful not to reduce the “double portion” simply to twice as many 
miracles. The language also reflects the inheritance portion of the firstborn. Elisha 
was asking to inherit and continue the prophetic responsibility that had rested upon 
Elijah. He was not merely asking for more power; he was asking to carry forward an 
assignment. 

Then came the moment when Elijah was taken away. Elisha tore his clothes, picked 
up Elijah's mantle, returned to the Jordan, struck the water, and cried, “Where is the 
LORD God of Elijah?” (2 Kings 2:14). This was the moment when the training had 
to become personal. Elijah was gone. The mentor could no longer answer the 



question for him. Elisha now had to walk with the God he had watched Elijah walk 
with. 

That may be one of the greatest tests of successful prophetic training: Can the student 
still walk with God when the teacher is no longer standing beside him? If I have 
trained someone only to hear my voice, I have made that person dependent upon me. 
But if through teaching, example, correction, prayer, Scripture, and relationship I 
have helped that person recognize God's voice and become grounded in His Word, 
then when my voice is absent, that person still knows where to turn. 

Elijah's legacy, therefore, was not merely the mantle that fell from his shoulders. Part 
of his legacy was the man who picked it up. Elijah had invested in someone who 
could continue serving God after his departure. The mature prophet understands that 
what God has placed within him was never intended to terminate with him. 

This brings prophetic training back to stewardship. God forms mature men and 
women and then allows them to participate in the formation of others. We are not 
trying to reproduce ourselves; we are helping people become what God has called 
them to become. They do not belong to us. Their gifts do not belong to us. Their 
calling does not originate with us. We may pour into them, correct them, encourage 
them, teach them, pray with them, and walk beside them, but eventually they must 
learn to stand before God for themselves. 

The mature prophet does not say, “Learn to need me.” The mature prophet says 
through his life, “Let me show you how to need Him.” 

Elijah was the mature prophet God used in Elisha's formation, but eventually the day 
came when Elijah was gone and Elisha was still standing. The teacher had left, but 
the training remained. The mantle remained. The assignment remained. Most 
importantly, God remained. 

That is the goal of prophetic formation. We are not trying to leave behind people 
who know how to imitate us. We want to leave behind men and women who have 
learned how to walk with God. We want them to know how to carry the towel before 
they carry the mantle, how to stand before God before they stand before people, how 
to recognize that revelation is not authorization, and how to remain close to Jesus 
when the anointing becomes strong. 



In the end, perhaps the evidence of mature prophetic ministry is not merely what 
happened while the prophet was standing in the room. Perhaps part of the evidence 
is who is still walking with God after the prophet has left the room. 

The mantle may pass from one generation to another, but the glory has always 
belonged to God. 

 

 


